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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS



OVERVIEW

The Economic Development 
Fair exposes over 5,000 
corporations, minority and 
women-owned businesses 
and community partners to 
national thought leaders, 
diversity and inclusion best 
practices and innovative 
solutions for minority business 
and economic development.



SPONSORS

HOST SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSORS

DIAMOND SPONSORS

GOLD, SILVER & BRONZE 
SPONSORS AT&T

AVPOL International, LLC
Baker Donelson
Baptist Memorial Healthcare
CIGNA Healthcare
City of Germantown
City of Memphis
Comcast
Cummins Engine
Durham School Services
Flintco LLC
Gibson Companies
Global Recruiters of Nashville 
Metro
Grinder Taber Grinder
Hunt Services
Kroger
Leadership Memphis

LeMoyne-Owen College
Linkous Construction
MAA
MIG (Manufacturers Industrial Group)
Medtronic Spinal & Biologics
Memphis City Schools
Memphis Light, Gas & Water
Metropolitan Bank
Pallet Plus Incorporated
Pinnacle Airlines
Power & Tel
Precise Concrete
Regions Bank
Robins & Morton
SAIC
Shelby County Government
Smith & Nephew
Southwest Tennessee Community College

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
SunTrust Bank
Tetra Tech, Inc.
The Med
Tri-State Bank
Turner Construction
Unistar-Sparco Computers
University of Memphis
Wells Fargo Bank
Zellner Construction
Zycron
MEDIA PARTNERS:
Clear Channel Outdoor
Comcast
Downtown Productions
La Presna Latina
Memphis Business Journal
Tri-State Defender



MONDAY – June 20

Opening Reception & 
Business Mixer

One of Memphis’ most anticipated 
business events of the year – meet 
corporate, community and 
minority business leaders at this 
executive-level reception featuring 
networking and entertainment in 
a professional environment. 



TUESDAY – June 21

Luncheon Guest Speaker:
Mellody Hobson

President,  Ariel Investments

Power Breakfast Speaker:
Earl Graves, Jr.
CEO, Black Enterprise



TUESDAY – June 21

Innovative Corporations: 
Transforming Vendors into Strategic Partners

Meet three corporations who’ve taken different approaches to developing strategic 
partnerships with MWBE firms.  Learn how strategically developing larger minority 
businesses significantly impacts economic development. 

Strategic Fits: The MMBC Continuum “Dial-Up” at Work
Successful and strategic supplier relationships begin with a courtship process.  This 
seminar highlights the courtship process and how The MMBC Continuum creates strategic 
fits between corporations and minority suppliers. 

Who Should Attend: Purchasing/Supplier Diversity Professionals, MWBEs and Community 
Stakeholders



WEDNESDAY – June 22

Luncheon: Female Entrepreneurs Panel
Hear from three dynamic female entrepreneurs who are 

making a  difference in the economic landscape

Power Breakfast Speaker:
Hyacinth Vassell

Initiative for a Competitive Inner-City



WEDNESDAY – June 22

CEO/Presidents Roundtable

The premier event of the Economic Development 
Fair -- the 2011 CEO/Presidents Roundtable features 
the mayors of Shelby County’s largest cities –
Shelby County, Memphis, Bartlett, Germantown and 
Collierville – discussing the value of economic 
inclusion.

Who Should Attend: Presidents, CEOs, Corporate 
Executives, Elected Officials, MWBEs, Community 
Stakeholders



WEDNESDAY – June 22

Making the Leap: 
The Journey To Diversity, Inclusion & Sustainability 

In 2008, The MMBC Continuum launched a best practices model, the Model Diversity 
Corporation Initiative (MDCI), to assist corporations with institutionalizing diversity and 
inclusion throughout their organization.  

Hear from a Memphis-based global corporation about their ongoing journey to becoming a 
Model Diversity Corporation.  The seminar will also highlight how other MDCI companies are 
integrating diversity and inclusion with their corporate sustainability objectives.

Who Should Attend: Chief Diversity Officers, Human Resources, Supplier Diversity and Sustainability 
Executives, MWBEs and Community Stakeholders



WEDNESDAY – June 22

The MMBC Continuum 
introduced 2GMBE, its youth 
entrepreneurship program, 
to introduce and shape the 
next generation of minority 
entrepreneurs. 

Who Should Attend: High 
School and College Students, 
Educators, Young Aspiring 
Entrepreneurs, Mentors and 
Parents

2GMBE:
Building Leaders & Entrepreneurs
of Today & Tomorrow



TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY
June 21 & 22

Exhibit Hall 
Make connections and develop new 
business prospects.  Check out what’s 
happening on the Floor!

 New Never Seen Before Exhibit 
Hall Configuration

 Exciting Door Prizes
Latest Technology, Gift Cards, and much 
more!

 Major Networking Opportunities

 Informative Mini-Seminars

 Stay connected at the Internet 
Café sponsored by Sparco.com



ABOUT US

• A non-traditional minority economic development agency
• Focused on growing scalable minority businesses
• Solutions provider -- offering strategic fit solutions for 

corporations, minority and women-owned businesses and 
community partners

Review our 2010 accomplishments in our Annual Programs and Services Report

http://mmbc-memphis.org/download/MMBCAnnualReport2010.pdf�


Useful Links on 
www.mmbc-memphis.org

For more information call 
(901) 525-6512 or to 
register click here.

http://www.mmbc-memphis.org/download/2011 Registration Form.pdf�
http://www.mmbc-memphis.org/download/2011 Registration Form.pdf�
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